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Chairman's Report

Well, another season is over and bearing in mind the 
Covid related issues across the club, we managed it 
without cancelling any games and staffing the 
clubhouse, bar and kitchen. A tremendous team 
effort.

Firstly, can I say a massive thank you to the coaches 
across all the senior sides, I know it has driven you 
mad with availability, illness and injuries. The number 
of phone calls you make, and the stress of not having 
a team one minute and then ending up with 25 
available for the 3rds, is hard to appreciate unless you 
are in your shoes, but well done one and all. I certainly 
learnt a few new expressions this year, “It’s like raking 
Jelly up hill” and a few other not suitable to put into 
print, thanks JC.

A massive thank you to Ian, Annette & Teressa who 
along with the other staff members have completed a 
full season, improved the takings and profit, created 
an environment and level of professionalism that sets 
us apart from so many soulless dreary clubhouses up 
and down the country.

Results wise the 1st team finishing 5th is an amazing 
result, given the poor start we had and the 
competitiveness of the league. When you look at the 
close results like Marlborough at home, Chippenham 
away, Sherbourne away, and the marginal home 
losses to Grove, Beaconsfield, Sherbourne and 
Marlborough, when there was only a score was in it, 
we could have finished 4th or even 3rd. Adam, Joe, 
Henry, Seth & Sarah have clearly developed a good 
culture and ethos within the squad, so a massive well 
done and thank you from me.

Henry will be taking a well-earned break next season, 
after making his debut for the 1st XV during the 
2001/02 season and going on to play 374 1st team 
games, with the last coming away at Buckingham 
RFC this season. More recently Henry has been 
coaching the 2nd XV and then the 1st XV, whilst still 
occasionally putting the boots on, when needed. 
Thank you for all you’ve done, Henry!

The 2nd team have had a tough season where 5 sides 
didn’t travel to us and playing in a league with the 
likes of Chinnor, Rams and Quins, to finish 6th isn’t 
such a bad season. It’s been great to see players 
stepping up in to the first team and competing at 
that level, which shows to me the training ethos 
running throughout the club, is working. Simon, 
Wayne, James and Rob, I thank you.

The 3rd team, lead by Andrew Merriman and John 
Campbell, also finished 6th in their league, a minor 
miracle when that league is mainly 1st and 2nd teams, 
such is the disjointed format of level 9 rugby.

The Kaiser is stepping down, again, so I’d like to say a 
massive thank you for all you’ve done. I’m betting we 
will see just as much of you, as we always have done, 
well I hope so anyway. Cheers JC! 

The Angels finished 4th in their league and managed 
to successfully get through the season, despite 
changes of coaches and player availability. A lot of 
credit must go to Ella and Sarah, who’s determination 
to get as many games played, as possible, echoes the 
ethos of our club. Well done all!
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Bob Fisk
Chairman WRFC

One man who needs special recognition is Robert 
(Seth) Scarfe. It’s easier to say what he doesn’t do at 
the club, rather than list what he does. If we could 
only have more like him! Thanks Seth, you’re one in a 
million.

As Chairman its pleasing to see that the whole club is 
working and acting like one club. The work Tug is 
putting in across the club will ensure we have 
compliant and trained coaches, parent helpers and 
players. The Mini and Juniors continue to put out 
sides in every age group (a lot of clubs can’t say that I’
m afraid) and it was great to see 7 Academy lads play 
for the 3rds this year. A big Thank you to Andy Bee 
and all the M&J committee and parents.

Behind the scenes the likes of Pete Holiday, Sarah 
Mead and Sarah Algar do tremendous work ensuring 
we have fixtures, we’re safe & complaint, whilst 
ensuring we know what courses are available; often a 
thankless task, no doubt but it’s great to have you on 
board. Also, a thank you to Dean “paparazzi” Pinnell, 
what would we do without 300 photos to look at every 
weekend! Keep up the good work Papa.

The continual development of the club has seen the 
track behind pitch one tarmacked and a new 
playground installed. Glenn Davies has worked his 
magic on the pitches, again, and we have supported 
him by purchasing the necessary equipment, the 
latest item was a SISIS Quadraplay, if you have the 
time ask him what it does. 

This summer will see the building of the extension at 
the bargain price of over £200,000 but I believe that if 
you’re not going forward, you’re going backwards as a 
club, and you will play at many clubs that just haven’t 
moved forward and are paying the price for that. The 
landscaping of the remaining patio and grass area will 
follow the completion of the extension.

A big thank you to all our sponsors, once again. You 
have supported us so well this season and have 
already pledged support to next season. The 
Chairman’s Lunches have grown in numbers, to such 
an extent that I have had to turn tables away, but with 
the extension in place next season, that won’t be the 
case. 

This year we saw a massive increase in Vice 
President, mainly down to Nobby Clarkes ‘Gold 
and Silver membership packages’, which will help 
towards funding the extension, but we are always 
looking for more VP’s and more funding.

I believe that if we are to become the best 
Community Rugby Club in Oxfordshire, we must 
analyse what more can we do as members and 
supporters of the club to help our club improve. 
Your committee, the coaches and team 
managers etc are all volunteers, none receive 
payment for all that they do for the club. They are 
all paid up members of the club who receive no 
benefits in kind either. They are people who have 
stepped forward and offered their time and skills 
to provide opportunities for others to play rugby. I 
paraphrase JFK, “Ask not what my club can do for 
me but what can I do for my club”. You don’t have 
to be a committee member to empty bins, collect 
rubbish, corner flags and post protectors. If you 
see an issue, try to put it right, rather than send 
me an email about the overflowing bin. For some, 
it is easy to moan but they don’t volunteer the 
solution. The changing rooms are left in a mess 
with litter scattered around, they don’t worry, the 
cleaners are paid to clean, but then we end up 
spending money for extra hours that could be 
better spent elsewhere. We can all do that little 
bit more to help our club be the best club, “One 
Club, Our Club”. We are always looking for 
volunteers so please if you can, please do so. It will 
help create ownership of our club. If you are not 
sure who to speak to, ask your coach, team 
manager or anyone on the committee.

Going forward we need to get more involvement 
with the running of the club, the existing 
committee won’t be around forever, and I would 
like to get more on board, ideally where every role 
has a deputy and succession is an easy transition. 
On that note, if there is one person in the whole 
club who’s worked tirelessly, it is Andrew Tacon. 
Quite simply without him I’m not sure where we 
would be. Thank you, AT!

Enjoy the off season and see you all back next 
season, at the home of the Black and Blues.

As without all of you players there isn’t a club.
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Witney RFC Sponsors

Witney RFC wants to say a
huge thank you to all

our Sponsors for their 
continued support, some of 
which are featured below...
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Club Secretary Report

What effort and
determination

all sides
have shown
The start of the season was always going to be 
difficult after the fixtures were published, but what 
an effort and determination all WRFC sides have 
made through the season. The 2nds and 3rds have 
performed marvellously - 2nd XV finished 6th in what 
has been probably the strongest Ox/Berks/Bucks 1 
league for many years and the 3rd XV also finishing 
6th again in a very strong league. The 1st XV having 
been promoted back into SW 1 as Champions from 
Southern Counties have again shown great 
commitment and achieved an outstanding 5th place 
finish. The Ladies achieved a 4th place finish having 
fielded a side for every game.

On a positive note, there have been no player 
disciplinary issues, but we have had 2 off field 
hearings related to abuse. These were refuted but 
noted by the county. Next season there is a very high 
profile on any abuse specially to match officials, and 
all cases will be reported and taken to county 
hearing.

It was with great sadness the season started with the 
loss of Dave Hyde after a game for Henley Hawks. Dave 
started his career at Witney before moving on to 
Henley where he became a stalwart of their 1st XV and 
in the County side. Dave was always visiting the club 
and will be sorely missed.

The club has functioned brilliant all year, even with teas 
starting from the BBQ (thanks James, Doc, Darren, 
Justin) and then over to Ian and his team who have 
made the place so warm and welcoming. Special 
thanks to Ian and all his team.

After such a great year lets hope next year is just as 
good to all at WRFC.

Francis Grant
Club Secretary WRFC
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Director of Rugby Report

The amazing culture at
Witney RFC was really bought home

A great bounce back to rugby at Witney RFC in 

the 2021-22 season. Numbers had been retained 

really well during the pandemic in training, 

especially getting players through from the 

Academy to the senior teams, working their way 

towards the thoughts of all the teams in the early 

part of the season.

The season start for the 1st XV was a bit 

concerning for some, but all the senior coaches 

led by Adam Copperwheat, knew what they 

wanted to achieve, how they were working to get 

there and what they needed to do on that 

journey. Also keeping in mind they were against 

the 4 favourites in the league for promotion in 

the first 4 games.

Developing the game management from within 

the team on the pitch and looking to exploit 

space from any areas of the pitch when it was 

available stood them in great shape for the 

season. The season for the 2’s and 3’s team 

started well but at stages were hampered by the 

other clubs not being able to field teams, 

especially against the 2’s. 

The coaches always supporting and providing 

opinion on players to go up the pecking order 

and continuing the brilliant culture at the club 

that sees players wanting to return when they 

are available, knowing they can have an input on 

how to achieve the club goals.

The ability to call on players that have been 

brought up at the club is also a huge advantage, 

many times the whole team on the pitch have 

been brought up through the Witney age 

groups, with the odd additions that want to buy 

in to the Witney Club culture.

The same looks to be happening from this 

seasons academy with players looking to 

progress to senior rugby at the club. This can also 

be said of the coaches who have come through 

the ranks of playing and are now qualifying as 

coaches, to deliver the best for the club at all 

levels. The Vets also continuing to get teams out 

to show a whole club concept. This has also seen 

those who said they would only play in the Vets 

pulling on the shirt for the 3rds and getting a 

real taste for the game again.
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The women’s Witney Angels season has seen the return of some well known faces to the set up and frustration at 

the lack of a level playing field by some clubs, claiming no front row, to lean the games in their favour. However 

the Angels broader involvement in the Gloucester girls development day, showed a desire to develop for the future 

and build a cherubs side again to nurture the angels of the future.

This all in turn has seen representation of Witney Men’s and Women’s players and coaches involved in the 

Oxfordshire County setup 

In the Mini & Juniors we have looked to build on some basic skills sets during the Witney Way sessions, having a 

great number of M&J coaches attend and take some of the drills away in to their own sessions.  Some of which has 

hopefully helped in what has been a very successful season for M&J’s attracting yet more players. Again some have 

been involved in County set up and Premiership development camps. 

The club has great people throughout the committees giving up their time to keep it running in the professional 

manner it does. I was really proud to be at a meeting in Twickenham in the Autumn and those delivering the 

seminar about community rugby, continually using Witney RFC as the example of best practice, off and on the 

pitch. This has inevitably led to the RFU CPD taking place at the club and more booked in already for the end of 

the summer, starting with the M&J’s. 

The amazing culture at Witney RFC was really brought home during the extremely sad passing of the wonderful, 

gentle giant Dave Hyde. At his very poignant funeral, I looked around to observe those I’d seen play alongside, 

coached, managed and drunk with Dave at Witney, coming together to support each other and Dave’s family as 

always seem to happen on and off the field at the brilliant Witney RFC. 

There is much to look forward at the club next season and beyond!!

Tug Wilson
Director of Rugby WRFC
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Head Coach's Report

Season 2021/22, where do I start?

I approached pre-season in a somewhat nervous mood, wondering what sort of affect our time off due to covid, 
roughly 16 months in total, would have on Witney RFC. Part of me wondered if we’d get a season in, or if we did, 
would we still have enough people wanting to play, to fulfil fixtures for 3 teams. I shouldn’t have worried really, we’re 
Witney RFC, after all. 

With Henry providing a report on the 1’s, Simon for the 2’s and Andy for the 3’s, in truth, my input is kind of not 
needed, but as per, I’ll have my say. It’s been a long, hard season, but there have been many highlights, and that’s 
where I’d like to focus my waffle. The above coaches will cover the finer details of each side. 

The 3rd team, the ‘Snatch Whistles Barmy Army’, what a group. When clubs up and down the country were failing 
to get out 1st & 2nd teams, this group just kept rallying and fulfilled every fixture. That for me is up there as one of 
the best highlights of this season, purely because I know how much hard work, behind the scenes, went in to 
making that happen. Andy, JC, Pete, Glenn & Fish, you’re simply marvellous and those players who turn out for the 
3’s absolutely love you. One more year, JC?

Thursday night ‘Supper Club’. I must give a tip of the slipper to Rob Coe for pulling this together and making it into 
the event it is now. In simple terms it’s a bit of food after training but I think it’s played a huge part in the cohesion 
on the pitch, that came once Supper Club was up and running. The conversations, interactions, relationship 
building etc, that takes place at the tables is massive and whilst they may seem insignificant at the time, they go a 
long way to strengthening bonds and relationships on the pitch. Hopefully we’ll continue to see numbers swell 
next season, with a large crop of u18’s due to transfer through to the seniors, and them themselves already regular 
attendees at Supper Club. A big thank you must go to Ian “The Landlord” Payne, for always delivering a cracking 
meal.

Newbury Blues, away. Newbury are a club that make it easy for you to dislike them. Whether it’s trying to make you 
warm up 7miles away from the changing rooms on a pitch that time forgot or having to listen to the plum on the 
microphone giving it “come on you BLUESSSSSSSS” numerous times during the game, they’re just hard to like. 
That said, they do, overall, produce very good teams that play very good rugby, as we’ve found out on many an 
occasion. That’s probably what made our visit, and subsequent victory, all the sweeter. There was a good feeling 
from the off that day and that only grew after we’d weathered an early storm, as Newbury came firing out the 
blocks. From a defensive point of view, listening to the Newbury crowd whinge as we went about our duties was 
simply lovely to hear. Attack wise, we clicked. We backed ourselves at every opportunity and played some stunning 
stuff.

Trowbridge, away; The Complete Performance. I could have happily retired from coaching after the Trowbridge 
game, safe in the knowledge I’d seen Witney play in a way I’d always dreamed of. The videos of our tries are on 
social media, if anyone wishes to refresh their memory, but for me they’re as clear as day. Forwards and backs 
interlinking in attack; always changing the picture & moving the ball, a defensive line that couldn’t be dented and a 
set piece that ensured the backs got go forward ball for first phase. It really was a wonderful performance.
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It's been a long hard
season, with many

highlights!
The young’uns. Finn Ayris, Marcus Reading, Ollie Brian, Dan Webb. All under the age of 22, all first team regulars, 
all with the ability to take the club to new heights. I’m looking forward to seeing them all kick on in their own 
development, which will require the coaches to stretch them physically and mentally. 

Seth Scarffe. Simply a hero. People will always talk about the work that goes on behind the scenes, and rightly so 
because there is a lot, but it isn’t until you’re involved in that side of things that you truly come to appreciate what 
people do to make the club what it is. Seth gets sh*t done, in short. Whether it’s washing bibs, cleaning the drinks 
bottles and balls, ordering new balls, taking all the playing kit for all the sides to the laundrette, and collecting it 
again, fighting with the GMS system to ensure all the players stats are uploaded and the match card submitted, 
setting up the 1’s changing room, laying out the traveling kit for the 1’s on a Thursday night, sweeping the 
changing rooms, supporting the Angels home and away, serving in the kitchen on a Sunday morning, Seth does 
it. He’s a volunteer and everything he does is for the benefit of others. Buy him a pint when you see him, he’s more 
than earned it. 

Matt Webb. A coaches dream player. To play every minute of all 26 league games is staggering, and a god send for 
me. I never have to worry about Webby, which doesn’t sound that much, but to know that 100% of the time, a 
player will deliver no less than an 8 out of 10 performances, will always communicate regarding work shifts, 
coaching feedback, availability etc, is always on time, and is always willing to help others so the team improves, is 
just bloody marvellous! I’ve called Webby the glue in our team on many an occasion but it’s so true, and I can 
honestly say I wouldn’t want to go into a game without him on the team sheet. 

Croatia Rugby Tour. Sadly, an event I had to miss but for a rugby club to have nearly 60 people head off on tour, 
with the party being a blend of ex-players, coaches, sponsors, current players and people that only joined the club 
in the past year, is a wonderful example of what Witney Rugby Club is all about. Long may the tours continue! 

I’ll finish by saying thank you to some very key people, without who we’d struggle to be the club we are. Sarah 
Mead, Rob Way, Clair, Ellie & Fran – without your hard work, we wouldn’t have fielded 3 team every week. You’re 
stars. Tug Wilson, Joe Rowles, Henry Lamb, Simon Copperwheat, Wayne Caffekey, James Lamb, Andy Merriman, 
John Campbell, Robbie Richardson; you fine men make Tuesday’s and Thursday’s very enjoyable, and very easy for 
me, the players are incredibly lucky to have such a dedicated group of coaches. Lastly, Bob Fisk and the 
committee, your ongoing support is unwavering and always very much appreciated. I think I speak for everyone in 
the senior section when I say we can’t wait for the extension to be finished and for that first home game, in front 
of the ever vocal Hailey Road faithful. 

Here’s to 2022/23 and the opportunity to make more memories. 

Adam Copperwheat
Head Coach WRFC
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Physio Report

We started the season with Massage Therapist Ali Haigh joining us and helping out 
as a volunteer.  She was an enormous help but travelling from Gloucester to Witney 
in the depths of winter proved to be a bit too much.  That did leave us a bit short in 
the physio room for a bit but Clair Woolford stepped back in to help out when she 
could. She also brought a student physio with her – Ellie.  

At about the same time a student massage 
therapist also joined us – Fran.  The pair of them 
were terrific in getting stuck in and both have 
been an enormous help not just to me but also to 
the players.  So a huge THANK YOU to Ellie and 
Fran, who I very much hope will still be with us 
next season.  Clair will also be helping out in the 
physio room when needed.  Rob Way has been an 
excellent addition to the pitch side team with his 
A&E expertise helping out on a number of 
occasions (including taking someone to minor 
injuries and stitching them up himself!). 

Rob will also still be around next season.  Fish has 
also done an admiral job looking after the 3’s and 
the Academy and again will carry on next season.  
Myself, Fish, Joe, Ellie and Andy have also just 
completed the RFU pitchside first aid course so 
are up to date with our qualifications for the next 3 
years.

We seemed to have quite a few long term injuries 
this season….badly torn calves, torn meniscus, 
broken feet and ankles….some requiring surgery, 
some not.  So our work continues through the 
summer to get these players back in time for 
pre-season training.  And hopefully the grazed 
knees that have struggled the last few weeks will 
also get a chance to heal!

Our tape supplier, Harmony Medical, have moved 
premises and are now located very close to Witney 
Lakes so much easier to swing by and pick up any 
last minute orders that might be needed.  With a 
full rugby season the tape bill has gone up 
somewhat again and comes in at just under £2000 
(excl VAT).

Over the summer physio will still be available.  At 
present it is likely to be:
Friday 13th May
Thurs 19th May
Thurs 26th or Fri 27th May
Thurs 9th or Fri 10th June
Thurs 23rd or Fri 24th June
Thurs 30th June

Pre season will then start early July as usual.  To 
book in for physio please book via the website as 
usual.  Please also keep an eye on the Spond group 
as any changes to the above will be announced on 
there.

Keep fit and healthy and see you all soon!

Sarah Mead
Head of Physio WRFC
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1st XV Senior Mens Team

This season, 46 players put 
on the 1st team shirt,
scoring 101 tries 
lets see the breakdown...
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Matt Webb 9

James Merriman 9

Tom Gaffney 9

Ollie Brian 7

Mark Greenwood 7

Rob Coe 6

Josh Rihan 6

Rhys Morgan 6

Callum Godfrey 5

Rory Atkins 5

Marcus Reading 4

Gareth Jenkins 4

Alex Foggett 3

George Lewis 3

Matthew Tibbatts 3

Jake Edwards 2

Jon Derrick 2

Ben Gordon 2

Scott Mortimer 1

Ollie Dawkins 1

Finn Ayris 1

Joe Turberville 1

John Mason 1

Tom Puddle 1

Rikki Dore 1

Alex Swancott 1

Jack Strong 1

Total Tries  1 0 1

Matt Webb 26

James Merriman 22

Marcus Reading 22

Tom Gaffney 22

Callum Godfrey 21

Alex Foggett 20

Ollie Brian 20

Rob Coe 20

Dan Wakeman 19

Jake Edwards 18

Scott Mortimer 18

Josh Rihan 17

Dan Webb 15

Daniel Wilson 15

Jon Derrick 15

Mark Greenwood 15

Ollie Dawkins 14

Rhys Morgan 14

Finn Ayris 13

Gareth Jenkins 13

Rory Atkins 13

Archie Fellows 11

Joe Turberville 11

George Lewis 10

John Mason 10

Alasdair Anderson 6

George Withers 6

Lloyd Hadley 6

Ben Gordon 5

Matthew Tibbatts 4

Tom Puddle 4

Rikki Dore 3

Adam Copperwheat 2

Jake Thomas 2

Keir MacDougall 2

Luke Manning 2

Alex Swancott 1

Carl Campbell 1

Connor Pummery 1

Freddie Holford 1

Henry Lamb 1

Jack Strong 1

Jamie Linford-Pill 1

Joe Rowles 1

Ryan Harris 1

Seveci Naisilisili 1

Appearances

Tries
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This season has been one of the most anticipated 
seasons that I can remember, due to the long lay
off as a result of Covid 19.

My last year coaching
Thank you!

Coach's Report

Almost 2 years had passed since the 1st team's 
impressive season, clinching Southern Counties 
North's top spot and gaining promotion back to 
where they belonged in South West 1.

Pre-Season
With the pandemic in full swing and no rugby 
insight the future was looking pretty grim and 
boring as we all missed the game we love. As the 
restrictions began to lift and rugby being allowed 
to resume albeit in small groups to start off with 
there was light at the end of the tunnel. We 
restarted back at the club, being allowed to train in 
groups or 6 with no contact which might have put 
a lot of people off, but being Witney this was not 
the case as we regularly had upward of 30 to 40 
players attending sessions and Adam even had to 
bring in addition coaches to help keep the 
numbers with in legal requirements.

A special mention has to go to Seth for all his hard 
work disinfecting the balls and making sure that 
there was always hand sanitizer close by when 
needed. Slowly the restrictions were lifted 
completely and after almost 2 years we were back 
to full contact, full squad training and preseason 
could really begin. In this time we saw new faces 
and old ones appear at training eggar to stake their 
claim on a 1st team spot. This was exciting for us 
coaches as it breeds competition within the squad 
and helps to push the team forward.

Playing Season
Despite the prolonged preseason training, the start 
of the playing season was not what we would have 
hoped for, with a very tough opening 5 games 
which resulted in some disappointing score lines 
and performances. This could have been blamed on 
a number of factors but blame is not something we 
do a Witney, we win as a group and lose as one too. 
Despite this, the players and coaches remained 
committed and focused and upped their intensity 
and commitment to training and putting things 
right on the field. With a mix of new, young, exciting 
players and slightly older, more experienced ones 
the squad was really starting to gel well together. 
This allowed the team to play an exciting expansive 
style of rugby which was not afraid to stick it up 
there jumper when necessary.

This helped the 1st team to go on to win 7 out of the 
next 8 games before the Christmas break. The two 
weeks off over the Christmas period seemed to 
have been a bit too long and festive for some as we 
lost our next four games, but this seemed to be only 
a bump as the players again redoubled their efforts 
in training and we put things right against an old 
enemy Newbury.  Despite not being there on game 
day this has to be my highlight of the season. The 
win away at Newbury not only pissed on their 
arrogant bonfire but also showed to the rest of the 
league that Witney was a team to be wary of with 
teams scared to travel to Hailey Rd. The remaining 
games saw the 1s in the position of chasing 5th 
which after the start to the season looked a long 
way off but now was in sight.
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A handful of long term injuries and some sporadic unavailability made this a hard target to achieve, 

however, despite this, some cracking performances and big score lines helped us achieve this, despite 

losing to Grove at home. The last game of the season saw Banbury travel to Hailey road and in my mind a 

game to remember albeit a disappointing result and not the one we deserved to lose. The reason I say this 

is because it showed the players what they were capable of and that despite the opposition's ability or 

reputation, this group of players is capable of competing with the best in the league. It also showed the 

support the 1st team has from the rest of the club with a huge turn out of players and supporters.

The 1st team finished the season in 5th position which is a huge achievement for all the players and 

coaches and one that they can all be proud of and grow on. Next season sees the rejigging of the leagues 

and a real chance for the 1s to push on and dominate in the league and even push for promotion. We as a 

club pride ourselves on our home grown talent with the majority of the 1st team squad coming up through 

the Minis and Juniors. We also pride ourselves on being a proper rugby club with a great social life not only 

in the 1s but throughout the whole senior set up. This I believe is what makes Witney stand out from other 

clubs and why we have gone from strength to strength with growing player numbers where other clubs 

are losing numbers.

Finally this is my last year coaching and I would like to say a few thank yous. To the coaches Adam, Joe, 

Simon, Wayne, James, Andy and John you guys have made this year extremely enjoyable and fun even 

though it has been difficult at times. Seth for always getting things sorted, not sure the team would 

function without you. To Sarah and the other physio for patching up the players and getting them on their 

feet again. Last but not least to all the players for their hard work and effort this season. You guys are the 

reason why myself and the other coaches brave the cold nights and wet Saturdays. You are the future of 

the club and it is in your hands to take the club forward and maintain the excellent standards that you 

have achieved this year. Good luck for the next season.

Henry Lamb
1st XV Coach WRFC
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After a year in the wilderness and a missed season because of 
that virus thing, we entered the 2021/22 season as a bit of an 
unknown. Confident in the individual abilities of a good sized 
squad, this season was going to be all about whether we were 
able to come together. Level 6 can hit hard and after a couple 
of humpings to start off the season, I must admit rolling teams 
in 2019/20 and lockdown zoom quizzes seemed a million miles 
away.

It gives me
immense pride 
that we were 
able to achieve 
5th place come 
the end of the 
season

Captain's Report
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Rob Coe
1st XV Captain WRFC

A challenging start to the season exposed some ‘growing pains’ and although disruptive at the time it 
demonstrates the flexibility that both coaches and players must show when all striving to achieve collaborative 
success. Ultimately, we came out a stronger unit because of it.

As we grew into the season, the work we were putting in for each other began to tell and a sense of belonging 
in this league was clearly present. Consistency at training, in availability and selection led to good wins that took 
us clear of a dog fight at the bottom and placed us comfortably amongst the teams chasing the four heavy 
weights within the league. At Christmas, I spoke with Adam and set out clearly that I believed 5th place was well 
within this group's capabilities. It gives me immense pride that we were able to achieve this come the end of 
the season. I believe this puts us in a great place to kick on into next year and challenge at the top end of the 
table.

On behalf of everyone that pulled on the black and blue this season I’d like to thank Tug, Adam, Joe, Henry, 
Seth, Simon, Wayne, James, John and Andy for the hours of work that ensure this club fields three teams every 
week of the season. A feat that should not be underestimated at a time when other clubs struggle to attract 
numbers and field teams, and is testament to the great culture we have at the club.

I’d also like to extend my thanks to Sarah and her physio team for keeping most of us semi-healthy throughout 
the year. Glenn for continuing to keep Hailey Road undoubtedly the finest playing surface in the county. Ian 
and all his bar staff for keeping us amply fed and watered. And all sponsors and supporters who ultimately 
make it possible for us to play the beautiful game for this beautiful club.

Finally, I would like to thank every single player who pulled on the jersey to represent the club this season. 
Success is built from the ground up and the 1st XV simply could not have achieved what we did this year 
without players in the 2s and 3s supporting and challenging us in equal measure.

I would also like to congratulate Adam, Marcus & Tom on receiving Oxfordshire County honours this season. Not 
only is this a fantastic individual achievement but, more importantly, is a recognition of the great culture and 
environment that is ever present at the club.

On to the 2022/23 season. New league, new club house and a new opportunity for this team to grow and push 
on. I firmly believe we should consider ourselves as one of the favourites to win the league next season. That 
journey begins in July and I can’t wait to get back to it.

Love
Rob
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2nd XV Senior Mens Team

This season, many new
faces put on the 2nd
team shirt, a season with
some incredible highlights, 
let's hear from the
coaches and captain
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When doing performance reviews, it’s often advised to 
structure it as a shit sandwich! Start on positives, 
negatives in the middle and end on the positives again 
which I feel aptly sums up the 2nd team season.

The backs eventually
joined in, and we

scored a great try!

Coach's Report

Whilst struggling for numbers Simon and Wayne 
had to bench more than they had planned but 
pre-season wins over Abingdon, Banbury, Swindon 
and Supermarine made for a positive and 
optimistic outlook for the season ahead with the 
mighty shags playing attractive rugby and really 
buying into the new shape and game plan asked 
of them.

With confidence high and BMI’s even higher a 
robust shags travelled to Reading to open their 
league campaign, coming away with a convincing 
win, 5 points and a highlight reel moment as Dan 
Wakeman burst through the middle of the park! 
With so much space ahead and a look of fear and 
confusion he searched for support, another look of 
confusion followed as instead of the back he 
anticipated the ever-young Fudgey Fuller was 
charging up on his right shoulder taking the pass 
and making more yards. The backs eventually 
joined in, and we scored a great try!   

Over the next couple games we rode our luck 
winning by a point against Quins although Arron 
tried very hard to let them win and drawing 
against Banbury before eventually losing to Rams 
in virtually the last play of the game.

A trip to Beaconsfield followed where after a poor 
first half falling off tackles and never really 
threatening, we re-grouped and remembered how 
to play rugby scoring 3 tries in quick succession, 
leading into the last 5 minutes we failed to clear our 
lines allowing Beaconsfield one last attack, a 
penalty, yellow card and quick tap 2 metres out 
(come on ref) led to an unconverted try for our 
second draw of the season.

The shit in our sandwich was now upon us with a 
run of 5 losses starting at Chinnor Wild Boys and 
culminating in our biggest loss of the season over 
at Rams III. Many factors contributed to this run 
from injuries to unavailability with some 
unfathomably prioritising girlfriends/wifes/holidays 
above rugby! Saturday is rugby day!!!! This 
combined with a lack of attacking threat 1 out 
runners and too often losing the collision in attack 
and defence meant a difficult period and many 
clichés being banded about, but we never gave up, 
we never shied away.

After the drubbing at Rams collectively we decided 
to put it in a box however, this was a wake-up call 
with both players and coaches feeling it deeply 
likely due to the lack of lube provided during the 
dam good fingering we received. 
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The rebuild started, players recovered, and availability improved as did the performances. Pushing Chinnor Wild Boys 
close at home in a game we dominated but just lacked the cutting edge and didn’t quite put them to the sword. 
Games started to become sparse with teams having dropped out of the league and others unwilling to travel 
continuity was difficult to come by, but the boys worked hard and on the final day of our season finished how we 
started defeating Reading in a game which also gave a couple of young colts their second team debuts. 

Reflecting on the season and looking forward into next we are filled with optimism and positivity, seeing the next 
generation of Witney lads start to come through and seeing the improvements in the existing squad we look at our 
league next year thinking there is no reason we cannot challenge for the title! 

Massive thank you to everyone involved with the 2nd team this year, special thanks to Jake Fisk and JLP for 
captaining the side as well to the other coaches for their guidance and support. Everyone at Witney should be very 
proud of what we’ve achieved, getting 3 sides out when some couldn’t manage 2, says allot about the club and it’s 
certainly a club with a wealth of talent and bright future.               

Simon Copperwheat
2nd XV Coach WRFC
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It’s been a 
pleasure to watch 
the team grow, 
and gel together  
more and more 
each week

Captain's Report

Another season for the mighty shags, and on a 
personal note it was a massive privilege to be 
asked to lead the team following Jake Fisk’s 
unfortunate injury. We all hope to see him back on 
the pitch in the near future. 

It has been somewhat a frustrating season with 
many postponed games, re-arranged fixtures etc. 
We have seen 3 teams drop out of the league this 
year, with big clubs like Newbury not being able to 
put out a second team, so the fact that we have 
been able to field a team every week is something 
that we should all be very proud, and sets our club 
apart from many others out there.

The clubs determination to field three teams every 
week has never been more apparent than this 
season, with coaches filling in when needed, 
players coming back from ‘retirement’ and players 
representing any of the 3 sides no matter of age or 
experience.

Onto the matches, there are a few that really stick with 
me. Away to Beaconsfield early on the season we went 
in at the break 16-0 down. After a few harsh words and 
everyone taking a look at themselves, we put out a 
much-improved display in the second half and 
finished the game 21-21, albeit because of a very 
dubious last-minute try awarded to Beaconsfield.

Chinor at home is another game that will stay with 
me for a long time. Having lost to them already 60-0 
earlier in the season we could have expected spirits to 
be low on the day, with people writing us off before 
the game had even started. This wasn’t the case, and 
everyone who took to the field that day fronted up, 
and we were very close to inflicting a loss on a team 
that hasn’t lost in 3 or 4 seasons.

And finally, it all came to a head with Reading at 
home in the last game of the season, with a 
resounding 43-15 win. We played some of the best 
rugby and it was almost a shame the season ended 
there, as we would have given most teams in our 
league a run for their money on that form.
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Jamie Linford-Pill
2nd XV Captain WRFC

Onto the players, I want to say a massive thank you to everyone who has represented the 2’s this season. From week to 

week, we have seen changes of personnel to the team, with a healthy balance of youth and experience, and it’s been 

especially rewarding to see some of the junior players making the jump to senior rugby and becoming mainstays in the 

team.

I could go though and name individual players, but that would be an injustice to payers that I miss, because everyone 

who’s put on the 2’s shirt this year has given there all for it, and that’s all any of us can ask. It’s been a pleasure to watch 

the team grow and gel together more and more every week. A 6th place finish perhaps doesn’t do justice for the talent 

we have in the squad, something to improve on and aim for next season.  

And finally, the coaches. The ever-present Simon Copperwheat was joined this season by James Lamb and Wayne 

Caffekey. Thursday night run throughs would normally start with Simon setting the objectives, James telling us to put a 

shoulder in on any first team player, and Wayne ‘filling in’ for a player and cutting in half anyone that comes near him. No 

matter how much he insists, I don’t quite believe him that he doesn’t miss playing… 

On a serious note, a huge thank you goes to you gents for your time this season, for the Whatsapp reminders, and more 

often than not your patience. A lot of work goes on behind the scenes that we as players don’t always see so thank you to 

everyone who helps keep our team running. Special thanks also goes to Rob Way for keeping us taped up and in one 

piece (mostly) every week. 

It’s been a tough few years at the club with covid and everything that followed, but I believe the club is in a really good 

place and moving forward in a positive way. We are putting out 3 strong teams every week, training numbers are high, 

we have a flourishing ladies side, and the new extension adding to our already amazing facilities, proving why Witney 

RFC is one of the best clubs around. Men, enjoy your summer, enjoy the BBQ’s and let’s see as many of you as possible at 

the club for when preseason starts. 
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3rd XV Senior Mens Team

This season, many new
faces put on the 3rd
team shirt, and even a few
retired faces! 
...let's see the stats and hear
from the coaches
and captain
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Rob Mills 10

Len Gillis 6

Leigh Manning 5

Tom James 1

Ollie Roper 1

Jack Strong  1

Alex Tyrell 1

Rob Mills 3

Leigh Manning 2

Len Gillis 1

Ollie Roper 1

Jez Hicks 4

Tom Ramsay 4

Callum Swift 4

Luke Manning 3

Rob Mills 3

Alex Tyrell 3

Ben Dunkley 2

James Hill 2

Sam Luke 2

Leigh Manning 2

Toby Perry 2

Connor Pummery 2

Joe Rowles 2

Harry Ward 2

Ben Clarke 1

Adam Copperwheat 1

Morgan Davies 1

Mark Fuller 1

Len Gillis 1

Gareth Jenkins 1

Jotham Kennington 1

Dan Lancaster 1

Andy Merriman 1

Mr Morgan 1

Rhys Morgan 1

Tim Muller 1

Nas 1

Rhys O'Callaghan 1

Jamie Pill 1

Jack Strong 1

Carl Strutt 1

Ollie Toner 1

Aaron Tustin 1

Zac Way 1

Tom Weedon  1

Cam Wensley 1

Tony Winstone 1

Rhys Woodward 1

Richard Woodward  1

Penalty Try 1

Tries

Conversions

Penalties
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Coach's Report

“THE BARMY ARMY” “My last season,” I said to Big John and Monty, two of my oldest and bestest rugby mates.

We played BBO2 which was full of 2nd teams and 3 first teams. Andy and I wanted the boys to play rugby, and 
swing the ball about, but at the same time make sure all players got a game and most of all enjoyed it .This I learnt 
off Andy who does enjoy the banter.

With players like Jimmy, Jez the love god, ,Big Ash, Tom James and of course Ian Burton playing most weeks we 
had a good platform .Andy and I started to pick up some new colts to play and they jumped at the opportunity Ben 
Clarke, Alex the speed Tyrell, Dan Tyrell and Big Cam AYRES to the Fore.

For me the 3 games which I enjoyed the best were High Wycombe away Oxford away ( Andys late tackle and 
sin-binning) and of course Faringdon at home where we scared the shit out of them with our forward drives and a 
push over try.

The players we had through the season all played magnificently and are too many to mention but I was chuffed 
with them all as I know Andy, Glen, Pete and Micky were.

The players we had through the season all played magnificently and are too many to mention but I was chuffed 
with them all as I know Andy, Glen, Pete and Micky were.

A massive thanks to all the coaches, Adam, Joe, Henry, Simon, Wayne and James, who have coached the boys on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, in all weathers and have made it fun.

I will miss the games 
and the banter but 
my wobbly
pencil will wobble
no more!
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The Barmy Army
'my last season'

I said to big John & Monty

Finally, thanks to;

Adam and all the coaches who played the First game to stop me and Andy cancelling our first ever game. They 
showed the club how great they were and what a great spirit this club has. Take note if you are short and a 
premo!!!!!!!!!

Glenn ‘The Water Boy’ Davis “It rots knickers you know”

Pete ‘The Manager Sort of Fing’ Holiday, This man is a living legend who the club owes so much to.

Mike ‘The Tape’ Dunbar,

And last but not least, the greatest coaching partner you could have ‘Monty’ Merriman who taught me to ENJOY 
the game which is for the boys and they will sort out how they want to play, also get all the lads on it’s not a win 
at all costs team, IT’S A FUN TEAM! 

I will miss the games and the banter but not the ringing up and chasing of players. I will miss selection but not 
the head coach changing his mind twelve hours later. But my wobbly pencil will now wobble no more.

Thanks, and good luck for the future,

‘The Kaiser’

John Campbell
3rd XV Coach WRFC
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And so it began, post Miley Cyrus  (almost) we got 
back to working out exactly when we were playing 
High Wycombe away so Harry could book the after 
match entertainment at the White Horse.

1

The Snatchwistlers
really showed

their colours!

Coach's Report

Speaking with Das Kaiser (JC for those not aware), 
El Capitan Tony Postie, Pete, Fish and Glenn there 
is an overall feeling of accomplishment and 
contentment with the season’s performance. Sixth 
place in a league of predominantly first and 
second teams was a creditable result and by my 
loose calculations we used a squad of 75 players…
…from ages 17 to 52…with a similar age range of try 
scorers!

Some highlights for me were not giving up on that 
very first weekend when we barely had enough 
players for a Beach Volleyball team…..to confirm 
this we did google beach volleyball during 
selection, the answer was two.

JC and I drew a deep breath and remembered “It is 
the easiest thing in the world to call a game off”. We 
rallied around and it was great that as a club 
individuals showed their true qualities and rolled back 
the years, Copperwheat, Rowles, Hicks, Lamb and 
Muller to name but a few, and the season got off to a 
winning start against Abingdon II. (Remember history 
is remembered by what was recorded.) Wins followed 
against Risborough, Aylesbury II, Buckingham II and 
High Wycombe II away leaving us mid table at 
Christmas. For those not in the know High Wycombe 
away is a popular fixture and many a young rugby 
player has been hooked on the game with after match 
festivities continuing at the White Horse.

Joe Rowles subbed a bunch of young guns with the £ 
back in the day as I remember, Angry being the top 
spender! Harry Ward took the honour this year and is 
currently compiling a case to send to the RFU as to 
why High Wycombe should remain in Tribute BBO 
Premier North for next season. Amongst the wins 
there were some tough losses, Oxford 1st XV and 
Faringdon 1st XV were too strong. However in the 
return fixtures The Snatchwhistlers really showed their 
colours, and ran both teams (1st and 2nd in the final 
standings) really close.
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Post Christmas saw the brilliant influx of Academy players making senior debuts. It is testament to Andrew 
Clarke, Fish, Jimmy Ayris and all the other coaches from the Academy that such a close link was forged for this 
crucial transition period. Ben Clarke, Cam Ayris, Dan Tyrrell and Alex Tyrrell to name a few are the stars of the 
future. In our final game Alex bagged a hat trick and Ben also went over for a score. All these lads will not be 
with the threes for long as they will all be climbing the teams to reach their potential.

As is always the case not everyone who really matters will get a personal mention, however I hope to see all of 
you at the club dinner to personally say thank you for a great season, and your contribution to it. It was 
wonderful to get to play with Jez Hicks again after the prodigal sons return with Woody and Toby still bringing 
the beautiful element of physicality to the team.

The age defying Tony Postie was a great captain, and he was joined in his Peter Pan likeness by Robbie Mills who 
had an exceptional season playing superbly…he just needs to be available more….Aided also with the new faces 
of Bruce  , Navy Will and the youngsters as previously mentioned. Injuries and old body’s afflicted The Williams 
boys of John and Gareth who were kept to limited appearances. I hope they continue to take rehabilitation 
seriously over the summer as 2022/23 is not far away.

2

The senior coaching team of Adam, Joe, Henry, 
Tug, Simon, Wayne and James have all given 
huge support in ensuring we were one of the 
only clubs in the BBO leagues to fulfil all of our 
fixtures.

Many hours are dedicated away from the lights 
of glory to ensure teams are as strong as possible 
and I implore all players next season to prioritise 
Saturday afternoon availability over drinking and 
f*ng*r*ng. These other goals can be achieved on 
a Saturday evening.

Jotham as in Gotham City.2
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El Capitan Tony Postie Winstone, Pete Holiday, Mick “Fish” Dunbar and Glenn “Of The Valley” Davies. The 
Brigadiers of Snatchwhistles Barmy Army deserve thanks and half a shandy from anyone that sees them at the 
bar. Once again the third team suffered some injuries…but no deaths, well done Fish. Pete and Glenn are 
constants making game day run smoothly and enjoyably. I usually save my final thanks for the players, this year 
I reverse the order. To anyone that has represented El Capitan’s team, well done and thank you. Everything we 
do and continue to do should be about making rugby accessible, enjoyable and to help you be the best version 
or imitation of a player you can be.

Reversing order is to enable me to sign off by writing a few words about my number two   and very good friend 
John “JC, Das Kaiser” Campbell as he has become known. John has made the difficult decision to step down 
from coaching the Threes after many seasons of dedication to the club to find himself. 

In the summer of 2018 Tug approached myself, and John separately, to lead the third team after a difficult 
previous season. In reality Pete and Fish had been keeping the threes going for many years and they needed 
the clubs support. After speaking, JC and I decided we would join forces along the lines of the classic Coventry 
FC management duo of Sillett and Curtis to see how we could help. 

The last few seasons will be among some of the finest memories and joys I have known during my time with 
Rugby. This in large part is thanks to John and how we have worked with each other in trying to find the 
winning balance in the Barmy Army. Now when I write winning, I do not mean solely winning in match result 
terms, though that remains part of the equation. Winning means much more, including developing and 
rewarding players, encouraging players to return to the game, allowing players to return to play after injury and 
ensuring everyone gets time on the pitch, and finishing the season with more players than we can get games 
for, now that feels like winning. John also gave a real focus to rewarding effort. Effort was always within the 
player’s control, unlike catching, and this ethos is something I will carry forward.

John, this is not a love letter, but it should be taken as close as 
one can get to writing one without being able to shake hands 
comfortably in the future. Thank you for all of your 
commitment, knowledge and joy you have given to me and the 
club over many years.

Enjoy the summer men,
Monty

Andy Merrimen
3rd XV Coach WRFC

Second in charge…believes he is number 1.3

Perhaps he is a back.4

3

4
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‘Lads let’s just
enjoy life tomorrow, 
it’s fun and we’re still 
about’

Captain's Report

32 Witney RFC

We finally got back to playing the game we all love. Having the honour of taking on the captains duties 

from Lee Taylor and before him Toby Perry I knew they were big boots and a big jockstrap to fill. 

After getting pricked, jabbed and boosted, pre-season training started with eagerness, full vigour and 

sanitiser. A ‘friendly’ was lined up against Chippy 2s (more like 1.2s) but despite the one sided result it was 

great to be out on the pitch at Hailey Road again. Unfortunately Big John Williams became a big loss for 

the season as, after a trip to the JR the next morning, his “minor injuries” turned out to be a broken left 

thumb and right forearm! 



Tony Postie
3rd XV Captain WRFC

Concerns from the coaches over the impact of the return to rugby was gravely realised during selection for the 

opening games of the season with injuries, illness and other excuses severely depleting availability. But with JC 

and Monty adamant they have never cancelled a fixture the Witney 3s symbol was shone into the sky. And boy 

was it answered with the likes of Gareth Williams, Owen Fowler, Tim Muller, Richie Hale, Biscuit and Sam Collins 

answering the call. A massive thanks to you all. Much appreciation also to the first team coaching squad, Adam, 

Joe and Henry who laced on their boots despite the firsts having a home fixture that day. And to Fish who 

applied about a kilometre of extra tape! All in all just shows what a awesome rugby club this is. We beat 

Abingdon by the way. 

Finishing sixth in a league containing nearly all 1st and 2nd teams is certainly respectable. With any season 

there will be lows so we won’t talk about the losses or the late capitulation against Grove 2s after losing Jez and 

Woody to injury. We will focus on the highlights of the year which strangely included losses. 17-5 away to the 

eventual champions Oxford 1s who admitted that was one of the their hardest games, we really got stuck into 

them that day. The heart and determination in the comeback against second place Faringdon 1s from 6-28 

down to lead 35-31 before conceding late tries. Other high points were the off loading, attractive rugby played in 

handsome wins over Chippy 2s (actual 2s) and High Wycombe 2s, Harry Ward caught the ball and scored a try! 

The awesome win away at High Wycombe 2s which made the stop off on the way home more enjoyable. Harry 

had a dance off Crystal then told us he is now following her, we hope it is on Instagram. 

It’s great to see the foundations currently being laid off the pitch for the future of Witney RFC and the same can 

be said on the pitch too. Academy players Ben Clarke, Cam ‘Hamlet Roooon’ Ayres, Sam Tuberville, Alex and Dan 

Tyrell stepped up to play regular senior rugby with ease and put in man of the match performances too. 

My thanks go to Jez Hicks (another new ear, another year!?) for your input on the pitch as the pack leader. Great 

to see you back playing again. Similarly to Woody, Millsy and Toby your help and assistance with the team was 

greatly appreciated. 

And so on to the coaching entourage. I think it goes to show what being part of the Barmy Army means when 

six silly buggers turn up week in week out for home and away games. Many thanks to Mike Kayne West, Glenn 

Grassman Davies, Strapping Fish Doc Dunbar and Positive Pete SOT Holliday for all that you do during the week 

and on match days. 

Enormous thanks to Monty Merriman and the Kaiser, JC. I have a feeling that there might not be a 3s team 

without these guys and the spirit and atmosphere you’ve created around the team really does make it 

immensely enjoyable being part of the Barmy Army. The time you put in to make sure we can play rugby starts 

way before selection on a Tuesday night and continues right up to Saturday morning and should not go 

unnoticed. Cheers to Andy for playing when necessary not just for the black and blue but whenever the 

opposition was short on numbers. 

Finally a thanks to JC. I hope your decision to retire from coaching (again) is just coincidental following my first 

year as captain! We will miss your friendly abuse, the random nick names, the wisdom (you can’t educate pork) 

the questions to the ref (what wine would you pair with a beef wellington Sir?), being physio (yeah I know all 

that head stuff). But mostly thanks for placing emphasise on enjoying rugby as a team. As JC stated the day 

before the first game back after lockdown: 

‘Lads let’s just enjoy life tomorrow, it’s fun and we’re still about’. 

See you all next season for more of the same!
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Angels Senior Womans Team
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Another great season
for the ladies, following
the challenges of
returning to rugby
after such a long break!
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Captain's Report

After a long break due to various Covid lockdowns the Angels were eager to return to the pitch for this season 

having played their last game in March 2020.

We always knew that this season was going to be a difficult one.  Having lost several key players between 2020 

and 2021 and with all teams within the league struggling to put out sides on a weekly basis, many of the league 

matches were played with less than 15 players.  The objective for the season was to concentrate on building the 

team back up and enjoying the game we all love so much. 

With a stressful start to the season, losing a coach before their first friendly fixture, they Angels came together to 

put in an outstanding performance against Championship winning Buckingham Swans.  Although the fixture 

was lost the Angels came off the pitch with their heads held high and looking forward to the league fixtures 

ahead.

Training sessions pre-season had concentrated purely on fitness, but with the arrival of a new coach, the team 

started to work on their set play and building up the trust between forwards and backs.  We welcomed new 

faces, some who had played previously at a high level and some who had never picked up a rugby ball before.  

Witney Angels – 
Successful return to 
the pitch post Covid
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Despite the struggle for numbers week in week out the girls remained committed and travelled as far as 

Hereford with a team of 13.  We have been lucky to build relationships with other clubs such as Didcot, Bicester, 

Banbury and Ashley Downs allowing us to borrow players where we could to fulfil fixtures.   Convincing Coach (

“you’ll never get me playing a match”) Kate from Witney Wolves and Under 7s to wear a Witney shirt wasn’t an 

easy task but we succeeded and have even had to ask one of the coaches to leave retirement and dust off her 

boots to ensure that fixtures were fulfilled.

Towards the end of the season there was further upheaval with the loss of another coach but despite this the 

Angels remained committed and focussed and fulfilled their remaining fixtures. 

Considering everything the Angels have had a successful return to the pitch this season, finishing 4th in the 

league with 3 wins under their belt and ending the season on a high with a 61-12 win against Fairford Vixens.  

Finally, we would like to thank a few people who have been instrumental in keeping the Angels on the pitch this 

season.  First is Bob Fisk, who has continued to prioritise integrating the ladies team into the club and 

supporting all of the decisions that have been made by the Angels.  We would like to thank Deb Forder who has 

both coached and played with the Angels this season and been there from beginning to end.  Seth Scarffe for 

the endless support, fruit and sweets and Chris Davies for stepping in whenever we have been coachless on 

match day.  Next season we welcome Lou Gray to the coaching team to work alongside Deb and build on our 

4th place finish this year.

Ella and Sarah

Ella Scarffe 
Angels Captain WRFC

Sarah Poole 
Angels Vice Captain WRFC

37



38 Witney RFC

Dave Hyde Tribute

Henry Lamb

I was privileged enough to play with Dave at both 

Club and County level. It wasn't just his size and 

natural rugby talent that made him stand out, but 

his ability to lift everyone around him, both on and 

off the pitch with his well humored banter, 

booming voice and infectious laugh. I will look back 

at the time I spent with Dave, not with sadness but 

with fondness and a smile. Rest easy big fella.

Jake Thomas

Dave (or Doin as I knew him) was one of my best 

mates since we were 16 at school, which is where I 

first got to see him pick up a rugby ball. He put his 

hand to start at 10.... I’ve always thought with Doin, 

what he lacked in common sense, he made up for 

with over confidence. When Doin decided to give 

up his dream of becoming the Danish Michael 

Jordan, instead coming to play rugby for Witney, it 

made playing rugby the most enjoyable it’s ever 

been for me, getting to hang out with my mate on 

and off the pitch. I like to think Dave lived his life, 

like he did on the rugby pitch... full on, enjoying 

himself and surrounded by people he’d do 

anything for and that they would do anything for 

him. I love you big man, we all do, rest easy x

Dave Hyde, always with us
and thankfully

Forever in our hearts x
never against us.
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Lewis Collins

One of my favourite memories of Dave was 

skiing, we were all on an icy black run 

struggling down the slope when I hear Dave 

coming from behind me saying “sod it”, he 

then pointed his skis straight down the 

mountain and just shot off down the hill, 

hitting 120kph on the ski app in a great show of 

bravery / stupidity, whilst leaving us all in fits of 

laughter further up the slope. 

He had such a great love for life and was always 

smiling and laughing, showing that big soppy 

smile. Such a genuine beautiful person who 

was loved by so many and will leave a massive 

hole in all our lives, but at least we can all 

remember him for what he was, a great mate, 

husband and dad. RIP Big Man.

Adam Copperwheat

Dave was simply a force of nature, when playing sport, the likes I’d not seen at Witney 

before. Once Dave fully understood the laws of rugby, he went on to frighten the 

daylights out of all in Witney's league, and then in Henley's league, he was just a cut 

above those he played with and against. Having played rugby with Dave, been skiing with 

him, and seen him on a night out, he really did only have one way of living and that was 

foot to the floor, maximum enjoyment at all times. He'll be missed by all that knew him, 

he was simply a wonderful human who just made you always smile. Rest easy Big Man x 
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Carl Campbell

First time I met him I thought "he’s a 

big fucker", but straight away liked 

him; he was up for a laugh and didn’t 

mind us taking the piss, loved playing 

with him whilst he ran the show and 

making me, and everyone else round 

him look good, always calm and great 

fun. He'll be sorely missed on the pitch 

but more off it, by his friends and 

family.

Jez Hicks

Almost a decade ago, Sam Collins asked me if I could offer any labouring work to a friend of his, who had just 

finished uni. I agreed, having never met him, and turned up at his parent’s house on a Monday morning to pick 

him up. A giant came out of the house and climbed into the van alongside me and introduced himself as Dave. 

My first question was “why don’t you play rugby?” He explained that he was a basketball player, to which I 

replied, “not anymore!” I can remember the coaches’ eyes lighting up as he walked out of the changing rooms at 

his first training session, and the moment the penny dropped for him away at Cheltenham, when he realised 

that he was the biggest man on the pitch and if he chose to, he could run through anyone. From the moment 

he arrived at the club, he instantly became a much loved member of the team, with his infectious personality 

and great sense of humour. A colossus on the pitch and the nicest man in any room off it. Dave will be greatly 

missed, but never forgotten. 

Sam Collins

I got the privilege of getting to know Dave a bit better through a couple of ski trips we went on in 2016 and 2017. 

These trips remain in my mind as the most fun I've compacted into a single week, in large part thanks to Dave. 

One of my favourite memories from the trips, was thankfully caught on a go-pro, which Dave was using to film 

on at the time. He kept threatening to film a crash and would warn people to not fall over, as he would be sure to 

capture it. True enough, he dropped into a particularly steep section of a run, got cut up by Lewis Collins and 

ended up sliding into a giant patch of mud whilst laughing and shouting, "oh Lewi you c***". You can hear him 

giggle the entire time, and it makes me laugh every time I watch it. He had a great sense of humour, always 

positive vibes and was a pleasure to be around. I think the fact he was playing for Henley, 4 seasons into ever 

picking up a rugby ball sums up his sporting abilities. I have nothing but positive memories of him, because he 

was such a positive and heart-warming man himself. He was a pleasure to get to know and will be missed so 

greatly by all. Thanks for the memories big man x
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Special Events & Updates

Clubhouse Extension

Our clubhouse upgrade
is underway!
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Boxer Short Night

What a treat to have

Boxer Short Night

calendar!
back in the club
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I always judge the success of a tour by how many people 

returned. With this in mind, I am pleased to say that 55 

tourists travelled to Croatia and 55 returned. I feel confident 

in saying that all the men enjoyed themselves. The group 

made use of many delights that Split had to offer whether it 

be the bars, the disco tech, the Irish bars, the beach bars, the 

sea, the hot tubs and of course the seafood pizzas. Its fair to 

say that Village managed to sleep in all of these.

On the rugby front, I doubt many of us have played a game 

of rugby in such beautiful surroundings followed by such 

warm hospitality from our hosts, particularly the lady 

serving the BBQ! Thanks to Gaffers for making sure that we 

escaped Croatia with our undefeated record on tours still in 

tack, as he knocked over a tough conversion to seal a 12-14 

win. 

Croatia Tour 2022

WE CAME, WE SAW
WE DRANK,

WE LEFT!
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